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The primary purpose of the Regional Folklife Program is to support economic development through tourism. The three Regional Folklorists already in place have spent the majority of their time helping communities to identify community resources that could be used for tourism. This has ranged from developing entire attractions to exhibits and driving tours. Examples include: 

· creating the In the Wake of the Hurricanes project. 
· developing interpretive panels for an exhibition on the life of Ike Hamilton at the Ike Hamilton Exposition Center in Monroe
· developing audio clips of North Louisiana traditional music/stories for the La Tech website
· assisting the New Orleans Jazz Oral History Project by providing interview training
· helping Bayou Lacombe Rural Museum develop museum interpretation
· conducting quilt documentation clinics to develop online resources for quilt exhibits
· helping develop a driving tour of African American culture in Shreveport
· helping Sabine Heritage Committee organize the first all black festival in Sabine Parish 
· providing research for the New Orleans Museum of Art’s Building Arts exhibit and developing interpretative materials
· developing a driving tour for the Isle Brevelle/Cane River community
· helping Bienville Parish Depot Museum develop an exhibition of area artists
· documenting houses in Dubach and Bernice destroyed when Hwy 167 was widened
· assisting exhibit development for the Louisiana State Cotton Museum, Lake Providence
· assisting the East Carroll Core Committee Tourism Initiative by providing a report on folk traditions and artists for their preparation for a Kellogg Foundation grant 
· helping Backstreet Cultural Museum in New Orleans enhance exhibits and programming
· working with the Mandeville Trailhead Interpretive Project develop exhibits 
· working with Urban Routes/Central City in New Orleans with tourism in African American neighborhoods
· providing occupational folklore research for Shreveport’s McNeill Street Pump Station 
· assisting the Neutral Strip Folklife Survey (DeSoto, Sabine, Vernon, Beauregard, Allen) 

· assisting Viet Village with their cultural products district and planning.
· assisting the Dubach Dogtrot Welcome Center Project (restoration planning, implementation, and interpretation for 1883 dogtrot house) 
· developing Hwy 151 driving tour through Bienville, Claiborne, Lincoln, Union Parishes
· curating and designing an interpretive exhibition on Delta Music Traditions for the Delta Music Museum, Ferriday
· assisting the West Baton Rouge Museum with quilt documentation

A second focus has been assisting CRT agencies: 

· developing Tourism report: Enhancing La. Scenic Byways: The Potential Role of Folklife
· assisting the Office of State Parks with the State Fiddling Contest
· working with State Museum on Louisiana Routes exhibit for in Baton Rouge
· giving workshops at the Rural Tourism Development Conference
· assisting Regional Archeologist Joe Saunders to document Lincoln Parish grave sites
· providing New Populations research: North Louisiana Mexicans, New Orleans Filipinos
· photographing and documenting quilts in the Louisiana State Museum Collection
