Call for Presentations

Louisiana Folklore Society

2012 Annual Meeting

Roots Rerouted: Tradition and Innovation in Louisiana Cultures

Friday, March 16 – Saturday, March 17

McNeese State University

Lake Charles, LA

The Louisiana Folklore Society invites proposals for papers and other types of presentations for its 2012 annual meeting.  We welcome presentations on the conference theme and on any other folklore topics and Louisiana folk traditions.  The Society is interested in hearing diverse voices; therefore, we encourage presentations on any subject by scholars, tradition bearers, folk artists, musicians, students, community leaders, community scholars, and others interested in local Louisiana cultures throughout the state and elsewhere.  Typically, presentations last 20 minutes.  

Tradition and Innovation in Louisiana Cultures

This year’s guest speaker, Nick Spitzer, launches the theme for our conference with his presentation “Tradition and Creativity: From Louisiana Creole Expressive Culture to American Routes.” Our own theme title, Tradition and Innovation in Louisiana Cultures, invites participants to explore the relationship between traditional practices, beliefs, and customs and individual or collective improvisation or invention.  In what ways do these ideas balance one another or inform our ideas about the origin, blending, and evolution of cultural traditions?  
Abstract Submission:  Presentations on the conference theme are encouraged, but other folklore topics related to Louisiana are also welcomed. Please submit 250-word abstract (proposal/presentation description) by February 10, 2012 via email to clejeune@mcneese.edu or mail to Keagan LeJeune, English Dept., P. O. Box 92655, McNeese State University, Lake Charles, LA 70609.  Please note equipment needs.

Keynote Address:  Friday, March 16, Dr. Nick Spitzer—folklorist, Professor of Communication and American Studies at Tulane University and host of NPR’s American Routes—will deliver a presentation entitled “Tradition and Creativity: From Louisiana Creole Expressive Culture to “American Routes.”
For more information on the Louisiana Folklore Society, or to pre-register, see http://www.louisianafolklife.org/lafolkloresociety.html or call Keagan LeJeune at 337-475-5312 or email clejeune@mcneese.edu. All events related to the conference are open to the public.
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